
Sometimes it feels like you have to 
go hunting for good news. This 
year may be especially tough 

with the nonstop barrage of news cycles 
and hyperbole, making even the most 
optimistic feel a bit doom-and-gloomy. 
Fortunately, there is a guaranteed cure 
for these stressful times and it’s the kind 
of medicine everyone would be happy 
to swallow. I am talking about taking a 
double dose of Vitamin N, also known as 
Vitamin Nature. The studies just keep 
stacking up, one result after the other, 
proving that spending time in nature is 
the best thing you can do for yourself. 
And I’m not talking about touchy-feely 
stuff, but rather documented, tangible 
results that can literally improve health 
as well as any pill. Doctors are even 
prescribing “time outdoors” as part of 
patient care. How lucky are we to live 
in this amazing place, no prescription 
needed! 

And here is some more GREAT news! 
In December of 2015, Congress 
made the Enhanced Tax Incentive for 
Conservation Easements permanent 
as well as Tax Free IRA Donations to 
Charity up to $100,000 for those 70 ½ 
and older! These changes are a win-win 
for donors and HeadWaters. In addition 
to these national programs, we are 
once again the fortunate recipients of 
a $30,000 Match Grant from the J.A. 
Woollam Foundation. Many donors 
are so inspired by the grant that they 
doubled and even tripled the gift they 
made last year! All of this adds up to 
one thing: more land protection in 
northeast Michigan!

It’s not hard to find good news when you 
spend your days working with generous 
souls, protecting the land, water and 
diversity of wildlife we still enjoy in 
this area. HeadWaters is working 

toward giving access and enjoyment to 
everyone with our upcoming project 
at the Sturgeon River Preserve. We are 
building an ADA accessible boardwalk 
to the river’s edge and through a section 
of the wetland. This will be a peaceful 
spot. A place to linger and watch a 
dragonfly or listen to the river as it glides 
and splashes along its meandering 
path. Along with four other projects, it 
will be another wonderfully busy year. 

Thank you for being a part of all the 
good and beautiful things.

Please enjoy this season of opportunity, 
beauty, and abundance with the people 
you love doing exactly what makes you 
happiest! As always, we are grateful 
for each and every one of you! We give 
thanks for everything that you do for 
HeadWaters and northeast Michigan! 

BY LAURA JUSTIN 
Executive Director

The Good
WE SEEK

Kassuba Farm 
Conservation Easement
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NEW BOARD MEMBER
Keith Martell

Keith joins the Board of 
Directors at HeadWaters 
with 39 years of 

experience in Forestry and Natural 
Resources Management. He and 
his wife Cathy enjoy living deep 
in the woods of Otsego County, 
enjoying the wildlife around their 
property and staying active in 
business and the community. 

“ I care deeply about the land, 

and the people who enjoy our 

natural resources. I’ve seen 

a lot of places in my life but 

nothing compares to northern 

Michigan. I started planting 

trees here with my dad when 

I was six years old and I loved 

it. At this point in my life, I am 

passionate about improving 

and protecting the forests, 

land and water in this area. 

Having a relationship with the 

land and everything that relies 

on it is deeply satisfying for 

me. I want to help HeadWaters 

Land Conservancy care for 

northeast Michigan and I 

am also very interested in 

helping people deal with the 

critical issue of succession 

of ownership for their land. 

Planning for the future of your 

land with your family and 

others will help us conserve the 

places we love, for the people 

we love.” 
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From left to right: Mike Mang, Jim Supina, Cyndi Woollam, John Woollam, Laura Justin,  
Don Inman, Virginia Pierce, Steve Qua, John Dallas, Jerry Smith, Joe Jarecki

Headwaters Land Conservancy really appeals to 
all of us in at least a couple of ways. First, on 
a purely logical level, it shows the public the 

good sense and environmental benefit of preserving 
valuable natural lands – intellectually, it’s wise to save 
some of those “special places” for future generations to 
enjoy.

On a more personal level, however, HWLC strikes us in 
the heart, and plucks the mystic chords of memory of 
times past, when we enjoyed and appreciated the out-
of-doors with our parents, our families, and our friends. 
Headwaters Land Conservancy is a place where we 
feel invested in its purpose and are passionate about 
it. We have a real, tangible, emotional attachment to 
our Conservancy. It is a community where we know 
that there are other people who feel the same passion 
for special places that we do. When a new person 
approaches us and says “tell me a little about yourself” 
one thing we can all say is, “I actively support the land 
conservation of wonderful places!”

Headwaters Land Conservancy gives so much back to 
us by providing the personal, emotional satisfaction of 
knowing that we have all helped, in our own way, to 
preserve those “last, best places” for future generations 
to enjoy. It gives us the opportunity to use our minds and 
bodies to pitch in and help in many ways, giving us great 
personal satisfaction in doing so. In the coming years 
we know that HWLC will make every effort to expand 
these opportunities for us, and also for other citizens 
not yet part of our community to join in and contribute 
to the growth and improvement of our Conservancy. 
This means not just more events and activities for us 
to participate in, but also opportunities to pitch in and 
grow HeadWaters by using our bodies and minds (and 
hearts) to build an even better community.

”Headwaters Land Conservancy is 
a place where we feel invested in its 

purpose and are passionate about it.”

BEING PART OF A  
 Community BY ANTHONY FELDHUS 

HeadWaters Member

Kassuba Conservation Easement
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Sturgeon River Preserve trail maintenance

After a busy winter in the office 
preparing for the year ahead, 
I am thrilled that spring has 

arrived in northern Michigan, and with 
it more opportunities to get outside. 
Annual Conservation Easement (CE) 
monitoring will begin soon, site visits are 
being scheduled, and I’m working on a 
great CE with another one lined up.

Sturgeon River 
Preserve Updates
Please join us to celebrate Earth Day, 
April 22, at the Sturgeon River Preserve 
just north of Gaylord. We’re looking 
for able bodied volunteers to help with 
spring trail maintenance. Call us at 989-
731-0573 with questions or to sign-up.

We’re also finalizing plans to build a 
universally accessible boardwalk at the 

preserve. The boardwalk will go from 
the parking area through the wetland 
to a viewing platform on the Sturgeon 
River then connect to the existing foot 
trail. We hope to complete this great 
project by the fall.

Updating the HWLC 
Conservation Easement 
Template
Last year, Heart of the Lakes Center 
for Land Conservation released the 
third iteration of the Michigan Model 
Conservation Easement (MMCE). The 
MMCE was extensively reviewed by a 
team of experienced land protection 
practitioners and attorneys and is 
designed to help Michigan land trusts 
create easements that benefit the public, 
help landowners reach their goals, and 
to provide legal strength and clarity.

This winter, I worked closely with 
HWLC’s Land and Stewardship 
Committee to update our Conservation 
Easement (CE) template. Our revised 
template uses language from the 
MMCE, our previous template, existing 
CEs, and was guided by our Lands 
Committee’s years of CE monitoring 
and working with landowners. 

After multiple meetings, countless 
emails, and hours of reading and 
editing, the final product is a CE 
template that HWLC and its supporters 
can utilize with confidence. The 
template is a great starting point and 
can be easily customized to reflect the 
property’s values and the landowner’s 
wishes. I am very grateful to our all-
volunteer Lands Committee for their 
help!

Land Protection UPDATE
BY LIBBY BENJAMIN 
Land Protection Specialist
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Family 
 Fun
SNOWSHOE 
   HIKES
Getting outdoors in the winter months can be a 
challenge for all of us. Luckily, with the help of 
some great local partners, we managed to see 
dozens of rosy cheeks and happy smiles at the 
Sturgeon River and Groen Preserves in February 
and March. Jay’s Sporting Goods generously 
donated snowshoes, Alpine Chocolat Haus 
provided the best tasting hot cocoa on earth and 
Kids Outdoors Otsego helped us to spread the 
word. We are ready for spring, but come next 
winter, there will be more snowshoe hikes to enjoy! 
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We are so fortunate to have the opportunity to double 
your dollars and double the impact!

The J.A. Woollam Foundation generously pledges to 
match every dollar raised up to a maximum of $30,000! 

Matching requirements are:

•   All new memberships! (Please ask a friend to join our mission).

•   All memberships that were lapsed in the past year or years, and renew in 2016!  
(If you didn’t give in 2015 now is the time to renew your membership).

•   Any increased membership level. For Example: If you increase your $200 donation 
in 2015 to $250 in 2016 the entire amount of $250 will be matched!

•   The entire amount of any donation to HWLC of $500 or 
more from a single source will be matched.

Your matched donation will have twice the impact: 

•   Creating opportunities for kids to connect with nature and the outdoors.

•   Preserving natural areas such as forests, wetlands and of course the 
rivers, streams and lakes that “Up North” Michigan is known for.

•   Protecting working farms, orchards, and forests.

•   Sustaining the cultural identity of “Up North” Michigan.

IMPACT! Double the 

If you have questions 
about your previous years 
donation please call the 
office at 989-731-0573 for 
more information. For your 
convenience we are now 
accepting online donations.  
Or, if you prefer, you can 
make your gift by mail  
or phone:

HeadWaters Land 
Conservancy 
110 South Elm Avenue 
Gaylord, MI 49735 
(989) 731-0573

Together  
  we save land  
    forever...

HEADWATERS LAND CONSERVANCY



We have recently been honored 
by two families whose lives 
have been impacted by the 

loss of a loved one. It’s not always easy 
to accept such a kindness because we 
know the hurt that comes with the 
gift. The families of Barbara “Bobbie” 
Gardiner and Jeremy Jones wanted 
to help protect the land that brought 
so much pleasure to the people 
they loved and lost. They asked that 
gifts honoring Bobbie and Jeremy 
be directed to HeadWaters Land 
Conservancy. The generosity of friends 
and family members will allow us to 
offer educational programs to children 
at the Sturgeon River Preserve, to 
conserve rivers and lakes and wildlife 
corridors; family farms and coastal 
fens. The impact of these gifts in 
honor of Bobbie and Jeremy will ripple 
forward for years to come. 

If you would like to leave a legacy 
of conservation for northeast 
Michigan, please contact Laura 
Justin, Executive Director at 989-
731-0573.

HONORING  
THE LAND &  
   those we love

Bobbie Gardiner loved Otsego 
Lake. As so many people have 
memorialized, “when you think 
of Bobbie, you remember all the 
good times at the house in St. 
John’s Cove.” Bobbie spent her 
honeymoon on Otsego Lake and 
the next 71 summers of her life. 
She cared deeply for the water, 
the wildlife and the way of life, 
that all came together in a place 
that meant the world to her.

Jeremy Jones had a true 
connection to his family’s 
land, and viewed himself as 
a steward, not just a property 
owner. He was always working 
on habitat improvement 
projects to transform the 
property from farmland to a 
paradise for wildlife. He loved 
walking the land and taking 
photos of the wildlife that 
flourished there. Jeremy and 
his wife Lois placed their land 
in a conservation easement 
with HeadWaters in 2004. 
Their legacy of land protection 
and conservation will live on 
for decades to come.
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HeadWaters  
Land Conservancy
110 South Elm Avenue 
Gaylord, MI 49735

989-731-0573 
www.headwatersconservancy.org 
land@headwatersconservancy.org

Recycle your newsletter
 ~ Pass it on!

Printed on Recycled Paper with Vegetable-Based Inks

FRIDAY, APRIL 22 @ 9AM 
Earth Day trail maintenance at Sturgeon 
River Preserve. Volunteers needed. Please 
sign up with Libby.

SATURDAY, MAY 21 @ 7AM  
Spring Bird Hike at Wakeley Lake Natural 
Area near Grayling, led by forest biologist 
Phil Huber. We’ll spend a couple hours 
at Wakeley Lake looking for warblers, 
raptors, and waterfowl, then head to Pere 
Cheney Management Area to hopefully 
spot a Kirtland’s warbler!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6 
Annual Appreciation Gathering 
at Michi-Lu-Ca near Fairview. 
Michi-Lu-Ca is not open to the public at 
this time due to ongoing restoration.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 
4th Annual Hotshots for HeadWaters 
Sporting Clays Fundraiser at Lewiston 
Sportsmen’s League in Lewiston.

Please check the website for additional 
events happening this summer!   
www.headwatersconservancy.org

John Dallas, Chairman
Jim Supina, Vice Chairman
Virginia Pierce, Treasurer
Martha Eberly, Secretary

Mike Mang
Keith Martell
Robb Smith

Dr. Don Inman, Director Emeritus
Stephen Qua, Director Emeritus

Roger Rasmussen, Director Emeritus

BOARD  
of Trustees

WE MADE A MISTAKE  
in not acknowledging Bethanne  
and Fred Paepke in our 2015  
giving-thanks edition of the  
newsletter. Your support, as it is 
with each of our donors, is deeply 
appreciated! Thank you!
We do our very best to thank every one of our 
supporters and volunteers, but sometimes we make 
mistakes. Please let us know if we missed you so we 
can include you in our next newsletter.

Event Calendar 2016

Kelsey Lake Conservation Easement
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