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On June 22, I had the privilege of
completing three conservation ease-
ments protecting approximately 400
acres in Oscoda County. That was truly
a red-letter day for HWLC.

There are several elements of pro-
tecting land that are enjoyable, but two
are at the top of my list – knowing that
a particular parcel of land will be pre-
served for wildlife and humans to enjoy
for all future generations, and to work
with property owners that care so much
about their land that they want to ensure
that it will be protected, forever.

In this issue, you will read articles
about the Stecker property and the
Fisher-Holliday properties. About a
month after signing the conservation
easement for Gregg Stecker’s 160 acres,
I stopped by to drop off some paper-
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Preservation
work. Gregg’s wife, Jane, told me that
earlier that day she had found Gregg sit-
ting on the roof of their cabin looking
at their lake and surrounding land just
taking in the beauty of what he had pro-
tected with his conservation easement.

I met Claudia Fischer and Roger
Holliday at the Oscoda County Register
of Deeds office to sign and record their
two conservation easements. When
completed, we went outside to take pic-
tures to commemorate the event.

Claudia and Roger were so happy
that they were giddy the next day I
stopped by their property to drop off
some paperwork. They were still on
cloud nine, happy as any child at
Christmas. Yes, I know it’s a cliché, but
it’s true.

What HWLC is accomplishing is

truly incredible. What we have planned
for HWLC in the future is even more
impressive. With the benefit of the Carls
grant HWLC has been building our
capacity to protect more lands. Our list
of individuals and business that have
joined our sustainer’s circle has expand-
ed significantly.

The opportunities for land protec-
tion in our eleven-county service area
seem limitless. From the world-
renowned AuSable River to the shores
of Lake Huron and all the lands and
waters in between, property owners
have contacted our office asking for
assistance in protecting their properties.
Early next year, HWLC will kick off our
largest land protection initiative to date.
Thank you for your support in partner-
ing with HWLC to protect the “Up
North” you enjoy!

What is a conservation easement?

A Conservation Easement (CE) is a voluntary act by a land owner to impose permanent
restrictions on land for its preservation. Restrictions are personalized to the land and the
owner. The right to enforce the restrictions is held by a Land Conservancy. Each CE is
different, just as parcels of land and their special values are different.

A CE usually qualifies the land owner for an income tax deduction equal to the
difference in value of the land before and after the CE. To qualify for an income tax
deduction requires compliance with IRS rules which are strict but easily complied with.
A deduction in excess of $5000 must be substantiated by a “qualified appraisal.” Even if
the donor does not qualify for an income tax deduction (because of small size, few
restrictions, etc.), the donor can still give a CE which will be forever enforceable to 
preserve the land and its conservation values—the things about the land that made it
special in the first place. —George Shaw, Attorney
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The
Big Lands
Challenge
Grant Campaign
$125,000 Challenge Grant! Help us 
protect the LAST remaining undeveloped,
privately-owned, LARGE tracts of land in
northeast Lower Michigan!

Time is running out! With the deadline looming at the end
of the year, $27,000 must still be raised! Every dollar given
by residents, businesses, and Conservancy members will be
matched by the Carls Foundation - dollar for dollar - up to
a total of $125,000. If our Big Lands initiative is not successful, northern Michigan could look very different in a few
short years. No amount of money will be able to buy back what we have lost.

Please consider giving, either as an annual amount or in small, monthly payments. Your donations will enable HWLC
to protect the lands that give northern Michigan its natural wonder. Please send a check or pay by credit card today.
Check the “Big Lands Challenge Campaign” box on the enclosed reply envelope.

Only $27,000 left to go to our goal of $125,000

Give $5,000 and we will receive $10,000!
Give $1,000 and we will receive $2,000!

Give $500 and we will receive $1,000!

- 3 -

Would you consider hosting 
a Fundraising Gathering for HWLC? 

Big Lands Initiative 
Fundraising Meetings
As part of our new fundraising initiative, several of our members have
volunteered to host our new Big Lands fundraisers. Our thanks go to
the following volunteers who have already generously hosted events:
Don Inman and Virginia Pierce; Rick and Anne Meeks; Dick and
Mary Anne Daane, and George Shaw and Bonnie Marsh.

We are working hard to match the Carls Foundation’s $125,000 
matching grant, but time is running out. Help us get the word out
about this wonderful opportunity to further significant land protection
in northern Michigan. Contact Gina Scheffler at (989) 731-0573 for
more details about hosting a meeting.

BIG LANDS CHALLENGE CAMPAIGN
W



LAND PROTECTION
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Protecting the Land 
Since World War II

habitats. “It has a lot of different characteristics—wetlands,
oak forests, cedar swamp, meadows and aspen forests.”

The lake itself is spring fed and 70 feet deep. It can be
walked around in a half hour, a journey made much easier due
to the small bridges Stecker has put up over the spring and the
swampy areas.

Given the work Stecker has put into the property, his
desire for a conservation easement is easy to understand.
“After devoting ourselves to the property for so long, we didn’t
want developers to come in here,” Stecker said. “The forests
are beautiful, and we wanted to preserve that…the theater of
the wilderness.”

His family feels the
same way. “The whole
family wants the securi-
ty of knowing the
property will always
remain beautiful and
true to its purpose,”
Stecker said. “There’s
complete support from
them,” added Jane.

Stecker is also happy with the assistance HeadWaters Land
Conservancy provided. “I’ve been very happy to have found
HeadWaters and to be a partner with them,” Stecker said.

“It’s a very daunting task to draw up papers on something
that’s going to last forever. But Fred (Executive Director
Gottschalk) was very helpful and very patient, and responsive
to all my needs in the document, so I’m very happy. I started
with a lot of anxiety, and finished in complete comfort and
confidence.”

160 ACRES ON EMLEY LAKE
PROTECTED WITH CONSERVATION EASEMENT

OSCODA COUNTY – From the chicken wire wrapped around
the tree trunks to the pole saw Gregg Stecker is carrying, one
would think he treats the trees like his children. In a sense, they
are.

When Stecker’s father purchased the property surrounding
Emley Lake in 1945, the area had been devastated.

“It had been logged twice, there was a forest fire the year
he looked at it, and the deer population was exploding, but he
thought the lake was beautiful and knew the property could be
beautiful,” said Stecker.

After the property was bought, Stecker and his father set
to work restoring it. “We planted red pine and white pine,” said
Stecker. “The deer ate most of the white pine.”

There were other setbacks as well. Two more forest fires
swept through the area, and Stecker’s father passed away in
1950. Still, the planting continued. “We planted 500 to 1,000
trees every year up until about four years ago,” said Stecker. “It
sounds like a lot of trees, but a lot of them burned, died or
were killed. But enough of them survived that the forest is
starting to resemble how it once was.”

In addition to deer, the property is also home to beaver,
bear, coyotes, raccoons, squirrels and trumpeter swans. “It’s got
everything,” Stecker said, attributing this to the diversity of the

“The forests are beautiful
and we wanted to
preserve that...the 

theater of the wilderness.” 
- Gregg Stecker

Jane and Gregg 
Stecker (above) and
their Emley Lake 
property.



As with most homes, the property is not without its flaws.
“It’s affectionately known as ‘The Money Pit,’” Fischer said.
“Over the last 20 years, we’ve put new roofs on the cabins and
new water heaters, among other things,” Holliday said. “It’s
something that you have to do with a house in the country.”
The natural beauty of the property, however, more than makes
up for the maintenance. The parcel measures 57 acres, with 600
feet on Big Creek, which has  been designated a Blue Ribbon
trout stream. Mature white and red pines surround the cabin.

Half a mile from the cabin is the other piece of the Fischer
property—160 acres Holliday refers to as “The Deerlands,” a
property also protected with a conservation easement.

According to Fischer, her children are fine with the idea of
a conservation easement. She notes that her family would never
sell the land, but points out that “this is not about the next gen-
eration. It’s about forever.”

Fischer and Holliday greatly enjoyed working with the
HeadWaters Land Conservancy. “We have loved the whole
process,” Fischer said. Joining HWLC has also given them sev-
eral other benefits outside of the conservation easement.
“We’ve come across a lot of landowners who have also had a
conservation easement placed on their property,” said Fischer.
“It’s been great. I wish we had another million acres to place a
conservation easement on!” Holliday said.

LAND PROTECTION—AUSABLE PROJECT

OSCODA COUNTY – A conservation
easement has turned Roger Holliday
and his wife, Claudia Fischer, into
evangelical conservationists. “We’re
talking to our friends and neighbors,
trying to convince them to (get con-
servation easements),” Holliday said.

That statement only scratches the
surface of Holliday’s and Fischer’s
enthusiasm. As tour organizers and
weekly columnists for The Toledo
Blade, they have traveled extensively in
and out of the country. Yet they still
find something appealing about their
log cabin in Luzurne.

“Without it having anything to do
with organized religion, it’s sort of like
our spiritual home,” said Fischer.

Originally bought in 1920 by
Fischer’s grandfather as a place to
hunt and fish, the property has
remained in Fischer’s family for gener-
ations. “It used to take them two days to
get up here,” Fisher said. “My father said
they had to back up the hills to keep the
gas dripping into the carburetors.”

Fischer’s grandfather originally thought that the property
was too swampy to build a cabin. However in 1935, he changed
his mind and built a cabin and guest house. “It was built by
local people with local trees,” said Fischer.

The property passed to Fischer’s mother and father. When
they died in the early 1980s, Fischer and Holliday inherited it.
Holliday notes that now, with their grandchildren visiting, it has
been used by five generations of the same family.

Fischer and Holliday, with their dog, Rainbow, at
their dock on Big Creek. 

The main cabin of the Fischer property, with the guest house in the background.

“It’s About Forever”
217 ACRES AND 600 FEET OF BIG CREEK PROTECTED
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Nature Preserve Protected By Law, Supernatural
ROSCOMMON COUNTY – The spirit of Margarite Gahagan exists in a barred owl on the nature preserve that bears her name.
“We’re almost certain it’s her,” said Tom Dale, the education director for the Margarite Gahagan Nature Preserve.

Sounds ridiculous? Perhaps. Consider, though, the extraordinary events surrounding the preserve’s creation. When
Gahagan, a well-known journalist and founder of The Northwoods Call newspaper, died in 1997, she left her land to the
Department of Natural Resources. They promptly offered it to Michigan State University, who declined it. When offers to the

University of Michigan and Central Michigan University were also
declined, the property went up for auction. Nobody bid on it.

That’s when Pat Demers and John Roczyk stepped in. Both were
members of the Roscommon Metropolitan Recreation Authority
(RMRA). “Pat went by (the property) every day when he went to
work,” Dale said. “Occasionally he would walk through it and have
dreams about it.”

The two members convinced RMRA not to buy, but to accept the
land from the DNR once a board of directors for the preserve had
been established.

Since then, the preserve has had the kind of growth most organi-
zations can only dream of. The board of directors bought an adjacent
nine acres of land owned by Roczyk almost immediately after they took
control of the property. Then, with the assistance of State
Representative Grenaught, they bought an adjacent 40 acres from the
DNR for one dollar. In addition, Gahagan’s friends and caretakers, the

Diltses, turned over everything they had of hers to the nature preserve. That included a fund in her name.
RMRA’s investment has paid off for the community. According to Dale, the preserve holds outreach programs in West

Branch, Grayling and Roscommon. Many of its programs are for children.
“I see about 600 children in the fall and 600 children in the spring,” said Dale. “During the summertime, we have youth

recreation groups in here.” The Gahagan preserve also holds a three-day nature camp near the end of July, with campers coming
from as far as Florida to attend it.

In return, the preserve has benefited from
numerous volunteer efforts. This has included the
efforts of four Eagle Scouts, who installed board-
walks and improved the preserve’s handicapped
access.

In order to ensure that the preserve would always
remain wild, the board of directors tapped
HeadWaters Land Conservancy to place a conserva-
tion easement on the property and work with the
different groups.

“At first it was frustrating,” said Dale. “It
languished for awhile.” This changed when Bobbie
Werle became chairperson of the board of directors.
“It took two and a half years to get (the conservation
easement) drafted,” said Werle. “Once the draft was
done, though, it picked up speed.” The conservation
easement was finalized in the spring of 2005.

“This is a strong assurance that (the preserve)
will stay here forever,” said Dale.

Given the preserve’s past successes and the
assurance provided by the conservation easement, Dale
is very confident about it’s future. “Since we have
Margarite’s money in the bank, there’s no reason why we shouldn’t last forever,” he said.

Tom Dale rests on the access ramp of the cabin Margarite
Gahagan lived in.

One of the boardwalks that leads through the Gahagan Nature Preserve,
built as an Eagle Scout's project.
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LAND PROTECTION—AUSABLE PROJECT
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CRAWFORD COUNTY – Fay Bovee knows the amount her grandfather paid for the fami-
ly’s first 25 acres on the AuSable River “He paid $90 for it,” Faye said. “He purchased it
from Albert and Ada Grouleff; Frank Michelson; Marius Hanson and his wife Maude, and
Nels Salling and his wife Mary.”

That she knows this is nothing short of amazing. Her knowledge, however, does not
end there. She also knows the details of how her father foreclosed on a $500 mortgage
from a man named Leon Babbit and acquired the 41 acres next to the original 25, creating
a 66-acre property by Stephan’s Bridge.

These details are just part of the history Fay and her husband Robert know about their ancestors. They also have pictures of
the cabin that is on the property. The pictures include the cabin’s construction in the 1920s, when Fay’s father built it for a hunt-
ing camp. “The cabin has electricity and that’s it,” said Fay. “There’s no running water,” said Robert. There is, however, a crick that
is spring fed. It serves as the cabin’s water supply and doubles as a refrigerator, according to Fay.

“There are a lot of natural springs on the property,” Fay said. The property itself is, with the exception of the cabin,
untamed. Cedar and aspen are prevalent in the forest, while some endangered ladyslippers poke up through the grass. White pine
also grows on the property. The Bovees have a large table in their Grayling home that is made of a white pine that fell on their
property.

The Bovees’ property is also home to many different animals, including an abundance of birds. According to Fay and Robert
there are woodcock, partridge, pileated woodpeckers and at least one Kirtland’s Warbler. Ground animals include rabbits, rat-
tlesnakes and bear. “We know there was a bear down there because it scratched the cabin,” said Fay.

Given their extensive knowledge of the property, neither of them are eager to see the property developed. “We didn’t want it
broken up into lots,” said Fay. “Besides that, the land really isn’t conducive to building. There are a lot of springs, cricks, and wet
spots.”

The conservation easement is the most recent gift the Bovees have given to the future of Crawford County. Both of them
were teachers in the Grayling public schools.

Above: A view of the AuSable river nearly hidden from shore by the lush forest. Inset photo: Fay and Robert Bovee in front of their cabin
that was built in the 1920s.
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ANNUAL MEETING

Dell Vaughn and 
Barry Stutesman Speak 
at HWLC Annual Meeting
The highlight of the HeadWaters Land Conservancy Annual Meeting on
June 15 was undoubtedly the presentation by Dell Vaughn and Barry
Stutesman of Michigan Magazine. The duo entertained members of
HeadWaters Land Conservancy with tales they had gathered from their
work on Michigan Magazine. They talked about their beginnings and
discussed some memorable interviews, then took questions from the
audience. It was the perfect end to a perfect meeting.

At 10 a.m. in the Ralph A. Macmullen Conference Center, the board
of directors started the meeting by discussing the events of the past year,
then moved to discuss upcoming changes. One of the biggest changes
talked about was the potential move of the HWLC office from Gaylord to Comins. The move is scheduled to begin in the next
couple of months, immediately after the Oscoda County Council on Aging moves to their new building in Mio.

Another noteworthy occurrence was the changes in personnel. Newcomer Julie Forman was elected as HWLC’s treasurer,
while current employee Gina Scheffler was promoted to Director of Fundraising. Executive Director Fred Gottschalk reported
on the various projects and partnerships HWLC has become involved with over the past year. He discussed the current DNR
partnership, the North American Wildlife Conservation Act grant and the beginning of a coalition with such groups as The
Nature Conservancy, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and local branches of government to protect the Misery Bay area in
Alpena County.

After a full lunch provided by the R.A.M. Center staff, Vaughn and Stutesman took center stage. Throughout their presenta-
tion, they pointed out the connections between HWLC and Michigan Magazine. These ranged from board member Tom Young’s
production of the Michigan Magazine’s first two issues to the love both organizations had for the natural beauty of the state.
“They expressed the partnership very well,” said Board of Directors Chairman Don Inman. “It’s a marriage made in heaven.”

“What’s not to like?” said Lois Jones of Roscommon. “It was great and it was entertaining. They’re pros.”
The admiration was mutual. “It’s amazing to have so many people in the room with the same mindset,” Vaughn said. “It’s

nice to be amongst people who have this goal, to preserve.”

W

Dell Vaughn and Barry Stutesman of Michigan
Magazine pose in their studio. The duo were the
keynote speakers at the HWLC Annual Meeting.
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J.A. Woollam Foundation
Contributes to 

HeadWaters Land Conservancy
GAYLORD – Headwaters Land Conservancy is pleased to announce
their partnership with the J.A. Woollam Foundation. This partnership
comes in the form of a $5,000 matching grant with an end of year 
deadline. All supporter contributions can be applied to this grant.

“This is a great opportunity to further our land protection
efforts in the AuSable River watershed,” said Fred Gottschalk, HWLC’s
executive director.

The J. A. Woollam Co. is a manufacturer of spectroscopic 
ellipsometers for non-destructive thin film and bulk material characteri-
zation. Dr. John A. Woollam founded the company in 1987 and it is
located in Lincoln, Nebraska.
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BIG LANDS MEETING
W

Michigan Magazine Hosts Third Annual Big Lands Meeting

While the fifth annual Big Lands meeting held at
the Michigan Magazine museum couldn’t fit in a
display case, it demonstrated the spirit of
Michigan as much as any of the exhibits. Over
35 people attended the meeting on June 3, all of
whom owned 300 or more acres of land, to hear
about conservation easements.

“Basically, (the meeting) is about why we
exist and what people can do to protect their
lands,” said Don Inman, chairman of the
HeadWaters Land Conservancy board of direc-
tors. “This is an opportunity to educate people.”

“The real reason someone puts a conserva-
tion easement on their land is because it makes
them feel good,” said HWLC Executive Director
Fred Gottschalk. This point was reiterated
throughout the meeting. Attorney George Shaw
discussed the “natural inclination” of humans to
subdivide and develop their land, then focused
on the motivation for going against that instinct.
“Anybody doing a conservation easement is
doing it out of the goodness of their heart,” said
Shaw. He mentioned Al Miller of Grayling who
put a conservation easement on his property in 2003, as an example. “He knew he had done something good that would last forev-
er,” Shaw said.

Following Shaw was Paul Rose, a state certified general appraiser who has led the way throughout northern Michigan in deter-
mining the value of conservation easements. Rose discussed the tax incentives but continued the theme that the benefits were sec-
ondary to the “right reasons” for getting an easement. “A tax reduction is a short-term bonus, whereas the conservation easement
itself is permanent,” Rose said.

An extended question-and-
answer session followed the presen-
tations, followed by a catered lunch.
Attendees left the meeting encour-
aged to investigate the process of
establishing an easement.

“We are interested in doing a
conservation easement,” said Art
Oesch, owner of 300 acres who attended the meeting with his wife. “We
felt that since we don’t want our property broken up, it’s something good
to get into.”

“The meeting was informative and reinforced what I heard last year,”
said Max Ziegler of Ann Arbor.

Barry Stutesman of Michigan Magazine also briefly attended and
interviewed Gottschalk for a segment on the program. “I thought it was
great that we could open up our doors to the HWLC,” he said. “It’s some-
thing we believe in, and it’s something that the members believe in.”

Attorney George Shaw talks about the legal benefits 
of conservation easements at the Big Lands meeting.

Don Inman, Fred Gottschalk, George Shaw and Paul Rose take questions from
an inquisitive audience.  

LANDOWNERS OF LARGE TRACTS LEARN ABOUT CONSERVATION OPTIONS

“Anybody doing a 
conservation easement 

is doing it out of the 
goodness of their heart.” 

– attorney George Shaw
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Sustainers Circle
($500 or more annually)
Stan Galehouse
Beach and Marianne Hall
Don Hinkel
Joseph L. Hudson, Jr.
Jerry Jung, Michigan CAT
Nancy Parmenter
Don Inman and Virginia

Pierce
Stephen and Charlotte Qua
Jake Shinners
Jim and Chris Supina
WeyerHaeuser Corporation

Stewardship and 
Monitoring Fund
Gregg Stecker
Robert and Marilyn Marsh

Grants
NEMCOG for the Thunder Bay    

River Watershed
Huron Pines for the AuSable 

River, Ocqueoc River, and 

HeadWaters Contributor Recognition Third Quarter 2005
We would like to thank the following friends 

who have contributed to HeadWaters Land Conservancy 

Upper Manistee River
LTA Scholarship for training 

seminar 
Hudson-Webber Foundation

Friends ($250 or more)
Elaine Carlson
Robert and Sue Morley
Carol Latsch

Contributor ($100 or more)
Thomas and Ellen Baird
David and Elaine Billmire
Barb and Dick Bott
Arlin Briley
Gerald Burke
Bryan and Barb Costello
William and Polly Dobkin
James and Enid Fredrick
Frances Gillespie
John and Ellen Goff
Hudson Holland, Jr.
Joseph and Judy Jarecki
Harry Whitely
Mr. And Mrs. Stan Mersino
Brian Oakley

Pete Petoskey
Donald and Ali Riddering
Roland Schaedig
Jim and Teresa Schell
George Shaw and Bonnie 

Marsh
Bud Slingerlend
Robert and Clarice Williams

Supporter ($50 or more)
William and Jane Brooks
John and Patricia Carver
Robert and Lucille Davis
Dolores Drath
Mr. G. Haberer
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Hoobler
Rod Lawrence
Dick and Carol Lehman
Elizabeth Maxim
Patricia Robinson and Family
Fred Rowe
Roland Schaedig
Jeff and Lori Silagy
Jerry and Linda Smith

Subscriber ($30 or more)

Supporters and Benefactors

Mr. and Mrs. William Adams
Ralph and Kathleen Bach
Mark Bahn
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Borak
Martin Carpenter
Marion Conat
Robert Evans
John and Peggy Heilman
Huron Beach Civic 

Association
Mr. Edwin Jatkowski
Mr. J. David Kluck
Richard Lutz
Dr. Peter Miller
Paul and Lisa Pietrzak
Loren Powell
Mark Schoenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Sikarskie
Dave and Elaine Smith
Robert and Blanche Spain
Larry and Mindy Sporer

Gift Memberships
Roy and Gladys 

Schoenberg
From Mark Schoenberg

H W L C  C ONSERVANCY SUPPORTERS

· Weyerhaeuser Corporation for contributing $20,000 to our Big Lands Initiative!
· Woodworkers Shoppe for donating $10,000 to our Big Lands Initiative!
· The State of Michigan for grant monies received as part of the Clean Michigan Initiative toward work on the 

AuSable, Manistee, Ocqueoc and Thunder Bay rivers.
· Glen & Mary Lou Shepperd of The North Woods Call for donating space to run a membership incentive ad.
· Michigan Department of Environmental Quality for grant monies.
· Stephen and Charlotte Qua for donating their time and use of property for the Appreciation Gathering.
· Northeast Michigan Council of Governments (NEMCOG) for grant monies.
· Carl Sams II and Jean Stoick for donating photos for use in our publications.
· George Shaw and Bonnie Marsh for hosting the kickoff fundraising gathering for our Big Lands Initiative.
· Dick and Mary Anne Daane, Don Inman and Virginia Pierce, Rick and Anne Meeks for hosting Big Lands 

Initiative fundraising gatherings.
· Desiree Worthington from the Grand Traverse Land Conservancy for her invaluable assistance and advice.

Also Thank you to the following:W
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT 

Local Land Protection Work
HeadWaters Land Conservancy is pleased to announce that we have restructured our giving 
program. Please continue reading to discover the new opportunities available!

Supporter
As a Supporter of HWLC, you join us in preserving the “Up North” we all enjoy by protecting natural areas,
waterfront, wildlife and farmland in Northeast Michigan. Your support is vital for HWLC’s land    protection
and education projects. All supporters receive our informative quarterly newsletter and invitations to annual
meetings and special events.

Land Patron
A Land Patron is a special supporter who makes a monthly gift to HWLC, usually through the automatic
withdrawal option. The Land Patron community was created as a vehicle to increase the organizational
capacity of the Conservancy, while allowing a feasible alternative to one significant contribution. This reliable
and continuing source of financial support allows HeadWaters to continue in our vital conservation efforts.

Sustainers Circle
The Sustainers Circle of HWLC is a very special group of people who are committed to the long-term
goals of the Conservancy. Members of this group have pledged to contribute a minimum of $500 annually
to support the operations of HWLC. The Sustainers Circle provides us with the kind of financial support
that ensures current success and future stability. While the general operation of the Conservancy’s programs is
made possible by annual membership contributions and extra donations, it is the regular annual contributions
of this special group that will sustain our special efforts on behalf of northern Michigan’s land and wildlife.
Sustainers also have the option of donating their annual pledged amount in smaller quarterly contributions.

HWLC’s Legacy Fellowship Program 
HeadWaters Land Conservancy is pleased to introduce our Legacy Fellowship Program. HWLC has
established a Legacy Fellowship to honor individuals who have planned a gift to HWLC in their wills or
living trusts, retirement plans or life insurance policies or another life income arrangement such as charitable
gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts or charitable lead trusts.

When you make a legacy gift to HWLC, you join a growing number of special supporters who are committed
to preserving the beauty and natural resources unique to Northeast Michigan. These attributes simply will not
be here for future generations to enjoy if we do not act NOW. If you have included HWLC in your estate
plans, please let us know so that we can welcome you to our Legacy Fellowship.P
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Thanks to our members...
HeadWaters Land Conservancy 
has now protected a total of
4,379 acres and more than eight
miles of shoreline throughout
our service area.

HeadWaters Land Conservancy
P.O. Box 783
Gaylord, MI  49734-0783
989-731-0573
www.headwatersconservancy.org
Email: headwaters@gtlakes.com
Return Service Requested

Recycle your newsletter...pass it on

HeadWaters Land Conservancy  protects land in an
11-county area of northeastern Lower Michigan. 

Holiday Gift Ideas!
Need some creative gift ideas this year?
A gift membership to HeadWaters Land
Conservancy is a lasting gift to the land
that will continue to give for years to
come and for generations to follow.
Please call the office at (989)731-0573 to
find out more.

In addition to
gift memberships,
HeadWaters Land

Conservancy offers a collection of gifts
highlighting the exceptional talents of
some of Michigan’s finest artists including
photographer Carl Sams, II and writer Bob
Butz. For a complete list and description of
these gifts, visit our website at 
www.headwatersconservancy.org.
Remember, all proceeds go toward the
Conservancy’s land protection programs.

W I S H L I S T
· Got a little time to spare?  We’re looking for some 

administrative volunteers to help us with a variety of 
tasks including answering phones, attending events 
with our display, distributing event posters and flyers, 
restocking our brochures, mailings and more. 
Please call us at (989)731-0573 if you are interested.

· Get your business noticed by sponsoring our 
monthly ad in Traverse Magazine.  $595/month for 
1/3 page b & w ad; $1500/month for a full-page 
color ad.


