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Our Land,
Our Water,
Our Future
Mapping
HWLC’s Future

BY LAURA JUSTIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
HEADWATERS LAND CONSERVANCY

he key to success in life is
planning. Knowing what is on
the horizon allows us to predict
what the next few weeks, months or
even years will look like. But in the
world of land conservation, we are often
surprised by what walks in the door or
calls on the phone. Fortunately, these
“surprises” are usually wonderful,
in the form of magnificent parcels
of land or unexpected opportunities
with conservation partners. True, my
nature prefers to know exactly what is
going to happen next but I’ve learned
to be less rigid and go with the flow.
Sometimes the unexpected comes
in the form of something that really
changes your world. That change for
HeadWaters comes in the form of Camp
Michi-Lu-Ca, a new land acquisition
by the J. A. Woollam Foundation. This
former camp is in the process of being
restored back to a more natural setting.
Through a partnership between the J.A.
Woollam Foundation and HeadWaters
Land Conservancy we invite you to join

us at what will become our next nature
preserve and community conservation
area. This magnificent property is
located in Fairview, Michigan and is the
site of this year’s Annual Appreciation
Picnic. During the August 1st gathering,
we will be unveiling our very ambitious
plans for the future and hope to be
joined by Dr. John Woollam so that
you can hear his story of how all of this
came to be.
We are very anxious to share our
plans with each and every contributor,
volunteer,
conservation
easement
donor and partner. Because of your
support throughout the years, because
of your diligence and faith, and because
of your deep love for the land of
northeast Michigan, HeadWaters Land
Conservancy now has the opportunity
to transform into an organization with
endless opportunities and possibilities.
There is no better way to express our
gratitude to you than to simply say
“Thank You” and promise that we will
continue to give you our very best.
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Help HWLC Earn
an Additional $10,000
by July 31

st

T

hank you to everyone who
donated to the 2015 J.A.
Woollam Foundation Match

Grant. Due to an overwhelming
outpouring of support we were
able to meet our pledge goal of
$30,000 almost two months before
our deadline. In response, the J.A.
Woollam Foundation has pledged an
additional $10,000 to the 2015 match
grant. We are so honored to have the

Your matched donation will
have twice the effect on

support of so many caring families in

• Preserving open space,
waterfront, and forests

our service area. All the money raised

• Protecting working farms

through the J.A. Woollam Foundation

• Sustaining the cultural identity
of “Up North” Michigan

Match Grant stays right here in
northeast Michigan preserving a
variety of significant land throughout
our 11 county service area. For those
of you who have already made a
donation this year please tell a friend
or family member why you support
HeadWaters Land Conservancy.

• Creating opportunities for kids to
connect to nature and the outdoors

Together we can continue
to preserve the unique
land and memories of “Up
North” Michigan, with a
guarantee to match $40,000

Don’t forget to tell them that all new

• All new memberships will be matched.

supporter’s donations will be matched

• All lapsed members (members who did
not give in 2014) will be matched.

dollar for dollar, and of course any
donor will also be matched. The new

• Any increased membership
(members who increase their annual
donation) will be matched.

extended deadline for the additional

• Any amount over $500 will be matched.

increased donation from any current

$10,000 dollars is July 31st.

Together
we save land
forever...
If you have questions
about your previous years
donation please call the
office at 989-731-0573 for
more information. For your
convenience we are now
accepting online donations.
Or, if you prefer, you can
make your gift by mail
or phone:

HeadWaters Land
Conservancy
110 South Elm Avenue
Gaylord, MI 49735
(989) 731-0573
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You’re Invited…
Saturday August 1st for the annual

HeadWaters Land Conservancy
Appreciation Gathering
from Noon-3PM

J

oin us for an exclusive preview of this beautiful and
diverse property known as Camp Michi-Lu-Ca. This
340 acre preserve was made possible by the J.A.
Woollam Foundation in partnership with HeadWaters Land
Conservancy. Be the first public group to see HeadWaters
new nature preserve and community conservation area.
Bring some sturdy shoes or hiking boots as we will be
providing walking tours of the area.
HWLC will provide food from the grill, drinks, sides, and
desserts. We welcome you to bring a dish to pass.

EVENT DETAILS
DATE: Saturday, August 1st
TIME: Noon-3PM
LOCATION: 3506 Garling Rd, Fairview, MI 48621
Please RSVP by July 29th to (989) 731-0573
or land@headwatersconservancy.org
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We
invite
you
to join us at the
2015 Hotshots
for HeadWaters

Sporting Clays Fundraiser
at the Lewiston Sportsmen’s League

T

his is our 3rd year hosting
the Hotshots for HeadWaters
Sporting Clays Shoot and it’s
going to be one for the books! The crew
from Michigan Out-of-Doors will be
there filming the action in preparation
for an upcoming episode. We welcome
straight shooters and novices of all
skill levels who enjoy the fast pace of
shooting sporting clays. Men, women,
and children are invited to join us in
this dynamic sport! Often referred to
as golfing with a gun, our Hotshots
for HeadWaters Sporting Clays Shoot
Fundraiser is a fun and exciting day
outdoors shooting clays, eating good
food, making new friends, winning
prizes, and supporting land
conservation in northeast
Michigan.

100% of proceeds benefit HeadWaters
Land Conservancy, enabling us to
continue our mission and further
educate the public about our work
preserving irreplaceable natural
resources throughout northeast
Michigan.
The event will be held at the Lewiston
Sportsmen’s League, and will include
a 100 bird sporting clay event along
with a catered lunch. The course is one
of the best in the state. The dynamic
topography makes for an exciting and
challenging round of sporting clays. The
entry fee is $100 per person. A number
of great prizes have been secured, with
more on the way. Those registering for
the sporting clay shoot prior to August
14th will be entered in a drawing for
a 10 box case of shells. This event is a
great chance to meet other conservation-

minded
individuals and get
ready for grouse season which opens
shortly after our event.
We are still accepting items for our silent
auction and sponsors for the event.
Please consider making a donation
to HeadWater’s 3rd Annual
Hotshots for HeadWaters
Sporting Clays Fundraiser.
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Thank You
Mitchell Graphics!

As a business partner Mitchell Graphics has always
provided HWLC with professional customer service
and well-crafted newsletters that help grow our
organization. Their eco-friendly business philosophy
and dedication to environmental causes such as
HeadWaters is desirable and makes us proud to work
with such a cost effective yet caring vendor. This year
Mitchell donated 1,000 HWLC stickers to us so that we
can provide them to our supporters free of charge as a
way to say thanks for your continued support.

Visit http://www.mitchellgraphics.com for
all your design, print and mailing needs.

5

Reasons

Your Business Should Support
HeadWaters Land Conservancy

1

	
TAX DEDUCTIONS. The types of donations that are tax
deductible include volunteered services, sponsorships of charities
or events, donations of goods or services, and cash donations.
In general, you can get deductions of up to 50 percent on your
adjusted gross income when you follow the tax code closely and
incorporate charitable giving into your business model.

2

	IT BRINGS NEW PEOPLE THROUGH THE DOOR OF
YOUR BUSINESS. There could be people who are supporters
of HeadWaters Land Conservancy who may not be familiar
with your business. As we promote our event, you’ll be gaining
new customers who will already have good feelings about your
business because you are helping their favorite cause.

3
4

	FREE PUBLICITY. Sponsoring a program and volunteering
your business’s time are great ways to not only raise awareness
about a specific cause but also promote your business in
partnership with an organization or event.
	
GAIN CUSTOMER SUPPORT. Giving back to your
community will help you gain traction with your consumers. A
2010 study done by Cone Communications revealed that 85
percent of consumers have a better outlook on businesses that
give back to a charity they care about.

5

 IVING BACK IS GOOD FOR YOU. The best benefit of
G
having your business support HeadWaters Land Conservancy
is the feeling you get from giving back to others. We have the
power as a community to support each other and raise our
quality of life by protecting “Up North” Michigan.
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HeadWaters
Land Conservancy

Wildlife
Exhibit

Bringing the Outdoors In

T

o better facilitate an appreciation
and understanding of our
environment, HeadWaters Land
Conservancy is curating a traveling
wildlife exhibit that will showcase the
wildlife that call northern Michigan
home. This exhibit will travel to elder
care facilities, schools, and youth
programs bringing the outdoors in.
We will also feature this program at
our community conservation area,
the Sturgeon River Preserve, located
in Otsego County. HWLC would like
to thank Elaine Carlson, Joe Jarecki,
John Arevalo, and Robb Smith for
donating items to our Wildlife Exhibit;
the kids really enjoyed learning about
northern Michigan's wildlife.
If you are interested in donating
something to our wildlife collection
give us a call at 989-731-0573 or visit
www.headwatersconservancy.org
for more details.

Family Fun Days at the

F

Sturgeon River Preserve

amily Fun Days at the Sturgeon River Preserve are great for kids of all ages
to enjoy a day of outdoor fun. HWLC Naturalists will be available to assist
guests in activities such as geocaching, tree identification, and a nature
themed scavenger hunt. The Michigan Wildlife Exhibit features artifacts from
animals who call northeast Michigan home. Guests will learn about diet, size, life
span, habitat, and behavior of these great animals. Guests can arrive anytime
between noon and 2:00pm as we will have tours leaving every 15 minutes.

Family Fun Day Sturgeon River Preserve
Thursday, July 9th & Thursday, August 6th
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Thank
You!
Great Lakes Energy

Volunteer

Land Steward
CERTIFICATION
PROGRAM

T

hank you to Great
Lakes Energy and
the customers who
“rounded up” their monthly bills
to support the People Fund.
HeadWaters Land Conservancy
is proof that the money collected
goes to work right here in our
community. As a proud recipient
of a $1,000 Great Lakes
Energy People Fund Grant,
we will be using the funds
to purchase museum quality
replicas of local wildlife to grow
our wildlife exhibit. Replicas
offer a superior alternative
to the direct purchase of real
body parts, such as skulls,
claws, and pelts, a practice
that encourages, among other
things, unnecessary (and
difficult to regulate) killing of
animals to supply the demand.
This interactive exhibit allows
visitors to get up close and
experience some of the most
majestic creatures northern
Michigan has to offer.

For an average of 50 cents per
month, your small change will
make a difference. For your
chance to win $100 and help
support community groups
such as HeadWaters Land
Conservancy go to
www.gtlakes.com/peoplefund/people-fund-enrollment/
and sign up today.

T

he HWLC Volunteer Land
Steward Certification Program
is designed for HWLC
volunteers who are interested in
current conservation and natural
resource management issues,
outdoor recreation, natural area
management, citizen science,
ecosystem management, invasive
species management, and habitat
preservation. Through participation
in this program volunteers will
become certified in the techniques
needed to be an effective Volunteer
Land Steward.

You will learn how to:
• Prepare for a safe and effective visit
• Read and interpret a Baseline Report and
Conservation Easement
• Conduct a thorough stewardship visit
• Complete post-stewardship reporting
(addressing any changes or concerns
found on site)
For more information on becoming a
Volunteer Land Steward visit www.
headwatersconservancy.org

Volunteer Land Stewards are

working hard for you...

O

n a warm, sunny Wednesday
in May, eight of HWLC’s
dedicated volunteers met
with staff members Libby Benjamin
and Paul Kogelschatz at the Kassuba
Conservation Easement just outside
of Gaylord for Volunteer Land Steward
Training. Most of the volunteers
have helped with annual monitoring
for a few years, so the training was
to refresh everyone’s memory and
introduce the new Volunteer Land
Steward Certification Program.
We discussed the Volunteer Land
Steward Certification Program and
went through the HWLC Conservation
Easement Monitoring Handbook, then
answered a few questions. Next we
walked around the property and did
monitoring as a group. It was great to

put everything we had just discussed
into practice. HWLC would like to
thank the Kassuba Family for allowing
us to use their property for training
purposes!
Please visit our website for more
information on the Volunteer Land
Steward program. We are always
looking for new volunteers. Please
contact the HWLC office if you are
interested in becoming a Volunteer
Land Steward!
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Subsistence Living
in the Digital Age

T

here are places, even in Lower
Michigan, where people can come
close to subsistence living. The
Northeast eleven counties covered by
the HeadWaters Land Conservancy have
an abundance of food for those who love
the wild side, the northeast side. We are
among those who find great joy from
gathering table fare within a few miles of
our home.
Spring brings morel mushrooms,
sometimes an abundance of them,
other years not so many. There have
been few years when we tired of hunting
them before they were through fruiting.
Favorite hunting spots change over
time, as the “food” for the morels is
extinguished. The spores are blown
to new places with suitable habitat,
nature’s own cocktail of dead and dying
trees, where renewal begins. Many of
our favorite morel spots have been found
while turkey hunting here. The sound
of a gobbler in the woods is electrifying!
The taste of a wild turkey is a wonderful
thing, when prepared right. We pluck
it, brine it overnight, then bake it in a
baking bag at 325 degrees for 1 1/2 to
3 hours, depending on size. Leftovers,
if there are any, make an amazing
soup when combined with morels and
spinach or kale. A nearby cold water
stream provides watercress, delicious on
sandwiches or in salads. Occasionally,
we can find wild asparagus before the
deer find it.
Summer brings its own abundance of
renewable foods. Fish, from salmon to
bluegills live and procreate in nearby
lakes and rivers. An average angler
can provide a family with fish for
dinner at least once a week. The oyster
shell mushrooms appear in June
on dead or dying aspen and birch.
Wild blueberries, huckleberries, and
sometimes strawberries are plentiful.
We are more than happy to share them
with the birds and bears. There are a

few places where spiny stems that jab
us each time we reach in, are covered
with succulent blackberries. Summer’s
wild mushrooms, especially the Boletes
can be plentiful, depending on the rain.
Late summer brings the cranberries,
nature’s finest fruit, even if they do need
sweetening to make them edible.
Fall has its own rewards. Summer
has yielded a new crop of squirrels,
woodcock and grouse. Combined with
some of the fall mushrooms, notably
the chanterelles and/or stumpies, each
of them can make a meal fit for a king.
Then, there are deer. If you’re lucky, you
could get an elk tag; but those are not
plentiful. However, if you should be that
lucky, you will find no finer meat than
elk. For everyone else, there are deer.
Deer hunting is a long time tradition
here and elsewhere, providing the bulk
of our meat in any given year. We cut
it for steaks, can it, grind it for burger
and sausage. It goes in the freezer to

be eaten in myriad ways throughout
the year. Spaghetti sauce made with
venison burger and sausage is one of our
fall canning sessions. Deer season is a
greatly anticipated event here. It’s a time
for family and friends to get together for
the harvest of one of the most sought
after and abundant wild animals nature
provides. If you add vegetable garden
fare and fruit trees, one could surely do
well on a local diet. In fact, more people
are considering the carbon footprint of
their food; and one could not do much
better than Northeast Michigan.
Winter has its own special bounty. Lakes
and streams still provide fish. Archers
and those with muzzleloaders can still
hunt deer in December. For those lucky
enough to have sugar maple trees, there
is the syrup harvest in late winter and
early spring. It seems there is always
a time when the harvest, of one sort or
another, is being gathered here, in the
northeastern part of the mitt.
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PARTNERS

in Conservation

O

n June 16, 2015, staff and board
members
from
HeadWaters
Land
Conservancy
(HWLC),
The Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Trust Fund (MDNRTF), The
Nature Conservancy - Michigan, and the
Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary
met at the Great Lakes Maritime Heritage
Center to discuss their joint efforts to
increase the preservation of significant
land throughout the great state of
Michigan. This was an opportunity
for each organization to discuss their
collaborative efforts to suppress the
threats to Michigan’s irreplaceable
natural resources. One of the tools we
have to preserve and protect significant
land in Michigan is the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources Trust
Fund. The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources Trust Fund program
was created in 1976 to provide a source
of funding for the public acquisition of
lands for resource protection and outdoor
recreation. Funding was derived from
royalties on the sale and lease of stateowned mineral rights.
In addition to HeadWaters 9,887 acres
of land protected by Conservation
Easements we have also assisted
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Trust Fund in the acquisition
and protection of 682 acres of land for
protection and public recreation. The

first acquisition property HWLC worked
in partnership with the MDNRTF was
in 2011 when the state acquired the
517 acre Theis property. With frontage
on both Saunders Creek and the Black
River, the Theis property is the former
site of the Saunders Creek Dam which
was removed in 2013. The second
HWLC assisted acquisition property was
completed in 2015. The Skiba property
is a 165 acre parcel on the Pigeon River
located just upstream of the Song of the
Morning Dam, which is currently waiting
permit approval to be removed. In the
case of both properties, HWLC provided
the funding for a detailed appraisal
without which these projects may not
have been completed.
"Helping to assist an organization like
the Department of Natural Resources
is not only a privilege for HeadWaters,
it is part of our mission. When there is
an opportunity to utilize Trust Fund
resources to add land to the Pigeon
River Country State Forest, we are
actually helping to add land for each
and every citizen of Michigan to enjoy.
Playing a small role in acquiring these
two spectacular parcels is just one more
way of fulfilling our conservation goals
in northeast Michigan," explains Laura
Justin, HeadWaters Land Conservancy
Executive Director.

These types of partnerships
strengthen the protection and
conservation of vital lands
throughout the state, preserving
the natural heritage that makes
Michigan so unique.
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Fun Had By All
at Wakeley Lake
BIRDING EVENT

I

t was just a few degrees above
freezing when we met Forest
Biologist Phil Huber in the parking
lot at Wakeley Lake Area, just outside
of Grayling, but that didn’t stop the
birds from singing, nor would it stop
us from enjoying our hike. Phil Huber
has been with the US Forest Service
for many years and graciously donated
his time and expertise to lead our hike
through the varied habitats of Wakeley
Lake Area on a sunny Saturday
morning in late May.
As we approached the shoreline, Phil
spotted an osprey that had just dove
talons-first into the water to grab a fish.
We watched in amazement as a bald
eagle flew in from the opposite shore,
chasing the osprey through the sky
in an effort to steal its fish. With eyes
pressed against binoculars, we heard
the haunting call of the common loon
in the distance. On the western shore
we watched a pair of trumpeter swans
diving for aquatic plants. In Michigan,
all of these species are considered

threatened or of special concern, so it
was a real treat to see them all in one
location. Back in the forest, we saw
and heard a variety of warblers and
other songbirds.

HeadWaters would like to thank our
guide, Phil Huber, those who joined us
on our hike, and the US Forest Service
for protecting large tracts of natural
land in the Au Sable River watershed.
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2015
Woolly Woollam

Now Accepting
Nominations for the

AWARD

W

e are asking you, our
members, to help us select
the Woolly Woollam recipient
for 2015. Nominations can and should
include HWLC members, volunteers,
and board members who actively donate
their time and talents in service to
others. Please think about those special
people who have made an enormous
difference with a lasting impact to
the “Up North” Michigan Community!
We will honor them with a beautiful
Woolly Woollam plaque and tribute.
Nominations can be made online at
www.headwatersconservancy.org or by

email to land@headwatersconservancy.
org. Submit the nominee’s name and a
brief explanation explaining why you
believe they deserve to be the 2015
Woolly Woollam recipient.

What is a Woolly Woollam Award?
The Woolly Woollam Award honors the
generous spirit of our many dedicated
members. Named after John A.
Woollam, an integral partner in land
conservation with HeadWaters Land
Conservancy and other organizations
in Michigan.

HEADWATERS LAND CONSERVANCY

HeadWaters
Land Conservancy
110 South Elm Avenue
Gaylord, MI 49735
989-731-0573
www.headwatersconservancy.org
land@headwatersconservancy.org

Recycle your newsletter
~ Pass it on!
Printed on Recycle Paper with Vegetable-Based Inks

Wishlist

L

B OA R D

of Trustees
John Dallas, Chairman
Jim Supina, Vice Chairman

isted below is a wish list of items
HWLC needs to help with a variety
of projects. To donate items, please
contact HWLC directly at 989-731-0573
or simply drop your item off at our office,
located at 110 South Elm Ave., Gaylord,
MI 49735. Requests are for new or gently
used items that are still in working order.
• Rechargeable Drill and Drill Bit Set
• Projector

Virginia Pierce, Treasurer

• Leaf Rakes

Martha Eberly, Secretary

• Ax

Mike Mang

• Copy Paper (8.5x11)

Dr. Don Inman,
Director Emeritus

• Medium to Large Cooler

Stephen Qua,
Director Emeritus
Roger Rasmussen,
Director Emeritus

2015

• GPS unit
• Game and Trail Camera
• Large Plastic Storage Containers

