
Use the first guide with images, as well as this supplementary guide with descriptions to identify and 

learn about commonly seen birds at Wakeley Lake. This guide also gives hints to where a desired species 

might be seen or heard at Wakeley Lake.  Make sure you bring a bird guide book or app, for you may see 

or hear other species not found on these sheets! 
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 Nuthatches 

o White-Breasted Nuthatch 

 The white-breasted nuthatch is normally found foraging on larger hardwood 

trees such as oak, maple, and aspen.  If you hear a nasally laughing, you’ve 

identified a White-Breasted Nuthatch. 

o Red-Breasted Nuthatch 

 The smaller Red-breasted Nuthatch is found foraging on large coniferous trees 

such as pine and spruce.   Their call sounds like a nasally horn.   

 Brown Creeper 

o This tiny forager is usually seen crawling up medium to large trees.  Its brown coloration 

camouflages well with the surrounding bark.  Listen for a high-pitched series of whistles.   

 Common Loon 

o Look out onto the northern side of the lake and see if you can spot Wakeley Lake’s 

nesting pair swimming and diving.  The Common Loon has a very loud yodel call. 
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 Black-Capped Chickadee 

o The most common year-round resident of Wakeley Lake.  Listen to them chatter their 

own name “chick-a-dee-dee-dee”, as well as singing “cheeseburger”.  Often found in 

groups in areas of thicker trees and shrubs. 

 Blue Jay 

o Look for large blue birds flying higher in the trees.  These birds have a raspy single 

syllable “jay jay” call, but can also mimic other bird calls.   

 Red-Winged Blackbird 

o These birds are found by the lake, and marshy areas near the beaver pond.  Listen for a 

throaty “matter of fact” call. 

 American Robin 

o Michigan’s official state bird! Look for them foraging on the forest floor, as well as flying 

around wooded areas.  Listen for a “tut tut tut” call or “cheerily cher-up cheerio” song.   

 Tufted Titmouse 

o One of Michigan’s year-round resident.  This small grey bird can be found where 

chickadees are normally seen in wooded areas.  Listen for a “peter, peter” call. 

 American Goldfinch 

o These tiny yellow birds can be seen in grassy areas, near the lake, and in the wooded 

areas. The female American Goldfinch is more of a pale yellow color, while the males 

display a bright golden color.   Listen for a series of high-pitched squeaks and trills, like a 

canary.   
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 Sparrows-There are many species of sparrows.  Here are a few more common ones. 

o Song Sparrow 

 These are the most commonly seen sparrow at Wakeley Lake. You can see these 

sparrows in grassy areas, as well as marshy areas near the beaver pond and 

lake.  Their call starts with a few high pitched notes, followed by a raspy series 

of lower notes.  

o White-Throated Sparrow 

 These sparrows can be found in wooded areas with scrubby shrubs.  Listen for a 

“O Sweet Canada, Canada, Canada” call. 

o White-Crowned Sparrow 

 These winter residents are a bit harder to find, but are found in wooded areas 

and grasslands.  Look for the distinctive white crown of head feathers.  Listen 

for a thin whistling that skips up and down. 

o Swamp Sparrow 

 These sparrows will be found in the wetlands by the Beaver Pond, and also near 

the marshy areas of the lake.  Look for darker brown feathers below wings.  

Listen for a metallic series of trills. 

o Vesper Sparrow 

 You can find these sparrows in grassy areas near the lake overlook.  Listen for a 

a 4-part series song that goes up in 2 couplets, followed by 2 lower trills. 

o Chipping Sparrow 

 This bird can be found in both grassy and wooded areas. Listen for a dry series 

of rattles.   
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 Warblers-These colorful birds are either just passing through or spending their summer with us!  

These insectivores spend their winters in Central to South America, and migrate to the northern 

half of North America in the summer to their breeding habitat. There are 113 new world warbler 

species that you may encounter on your hike!  Michigan is a summer home to a special warbler 

called the Kirtland’s Warbler; a species that only nests in young Jack-Pine forests (not found 

around Wakeley Lake).   Look for these brightly colored small birds in wooded areas and shrub 

thickets. 

o Palm Warbler 

 This brown and yellow warbler can be seen in open wooded areas, and is known 

to bounce its tail.  Listen for a flute-like rattle.  

o Magnolia Warbler 

 These warblers can be found in wooded areas, and have distinctive yellow, 

black, and grey patterns.  Listen for a wavy “weeta-weeta-weetsee” song. 

o Yellow-Rumped Warbler 

 One of the most common warbler that breeds in Northern Michigan. These 

birds are found in coniferous areas of the forest. Listen to a wavy 2-part trill.   



o Yellow Warbler 

 These brightly colored birds are found in riparian areas dominated by willow 

trees, and near marshes and the lake.  Listen for a 2 part song that starts high, 

and ends lower.   

o Blackpoll Warbler 

 These quiet black and white warblers are in spruce dominated forest areas.  

Similar to the Black-and-White Warbler, but has a black crown of feathers on 

their head.  Their call is a quiet high pitched rattle.  

o Black-and-White Warbler 

 Similar to the Blackpoll Warbler, but lacks the black head.  Found in areas with 

large hardwood trees, such as aspen and maple.  Song is a high-pitched wave.   

o American Redstart 

 The male redstart has a showy orange and black plumage, while the females are 

olive and yellow in color.  Look for them near shrubs and bushes in the conifers.  

Their song is a high pitched series of “tzee-tzee-tzee-tzeee”.  

o Northern Parula 

 Another migratory warbler that is found in thick hemlock and spruce areas of 

Wakeley Lake.  Listen for an ascending series of rattles, ending with a low note.   

o Blackburian Warbler 

 Look for these warblers in the Aspen tree tops foraging for insects near the lake.  

These birds have a high pitched song with a series of notes that resemble the 

chickadee song.  

o Cape May Warbler 

 Another migratory warbler to Michigan.  Look for the orange cheek patch.  

These warblers are seen foraging on hardwood trees, and in the spruce thickets.  

Listen for a series of monotonous high-pitched whistles 

o Black-Throated Green Warbler 

 These warblers can be seen in northern Michigan all summer long. Look for 

these warblers in coniferous forest areas.  Their song is a distinguishable 3 part 

raspy song that starts with 3 monotonous syllables, followed by 1 lower tone, 

and ending with a higher note.   

o Black-Throated Blue Warbler 

 Look for its distinguishable blue and black plumage.  These warblers will nest in 

northern Michigan. These can be seen in coniferous areas at Wakeley.  Listen for 

a raspy series of long notes.   

o Pine Warbler (Page 8) 

 Another summer resident to northern Michigan. Look for these warblers in all 

coniferous regions of Wakeley Lake. Listen for a loud monotonous trill song, 

similar to the Chipping Sparrow.   
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 Woodpeckers 

o Pileated Woodpecker 



 Michigan’s largest woodpecker that resembles a pterodactyl. Look for the bright 

tufts of feathers.  Can be found in the mature Aspen and Jack-Pine areas of 

Wakeley Lake.  Listen for a loud series of single-syllable notes.   

o Red-Headed Woodpecker 

 The rarest woodpecker found at Wakeley Lake.  Look for the bright red head, 

and black and white bands on its back.  This woodpecker would be found in 

more open areas of the Jack-Pine and Aspen stands, as well as the dead-

standing timber on the far end of the beaver pond.  Listen for a raspy single-

syllable song.   

o Red-bellied Woodpecker 

 A medium-sized woodpecker found in Aspen forested areas of the forest.  Fun 

fact; this bird only has a small spot of red on its belly, which is barely visible as it 

forages on trees. Look for its red-orange stripe on the back of its head, and 

listen for a short and hoarse trill. Red-bellied woodpeckers will also 

communicate with others with a raspy “cha-cha” call.   

o Northern Flicker 

 Another medium-sized woodpecker with brown plumage and black spots.  They 

can be found in more open areas of mature Aspen and Jack-Pine at Wakeley 

Lake.  Listen for a loud series of “wick-wick-wick” call, similar to the Pileated 

Woodpecker’s call. 

o Hairy Woodpecker 

 Another medium-sized woodpecker that can be commonly found in the Aspen 

and Jack-pine areas of Wakeley Lake. Almost identical to Downy Woodpeckers, 

but bigger and about the size of a blue jay.    Listen for a sharp sing-syllable 

series of squeaks, followed by a single-syllable trill.   

o Downy Woodpecker 

 A small-sized woodpecker that is commonly found in all areas of Wakeley Lake.  

They are almost identical to Hairy Woodpeckers, but smaller and about the size 

of a sparrow.  Listen for a sharp single-syllable series of squeaks, sometimes 

followed by a descending trill.  

o Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

 Another tiny woodpecker that drills sap wells in large trees in all areas of 

Wakeley Lake.  See if you can find a series of holes in a rectangular shape on 

larger trees; if you do, a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker is nearby! Listen for a high-

pitched mewing call.  
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 Dark-eyed Junco 

o A year-round resident to northern Michigan. This slate-colored bird can be found in all 

forested areas around Wakeley Lake.  Listen for a high-pitched trill song.  

 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

o A medium-sized summer resident to northern Michigan. These birds can be seen on the 

edge or openings of forested areas.  Listen for a song similar to the American Robin’s 

“cheerily cher-up cheerio” song, but more flutelike.  



 Mourning Dove 

o A common year-round resident to northern Michigan.  These birds can be seen in open 

forest areas and along the trails foraging on the ground.  Listen for an eerie series of 

“woo” call.  

 Common Grackle 

o A common part-time resident that is similar looking to the Red-Winged Blackbird.  

Commonly seen in wooded openings and forest edges.  Listen for a series of high-

pitched whistles.  

 Brown-headed Cowbird 

o A medium-sized bird that is found in forest openings or edges.  Historically, the cowbird 

would migrate with the American Bison across the rangeland.  Since the bison would 

keep moving, the cowbirds would never build nests, but instead lay their eggs in other 

birds’ nests! With this adaptation, these birds are called nest parasites.  Listen for a 

series of gurgling whistles. 

 Scarlet Tanager 

o A showy summer resident to northern Michigan. The males only have the bright scarlet 

plumage, while the females have drab olive-yellow feathers.  Look for these birds in 

Aspen and Oak tree canopies.  Their song is similar to the American Robin’s “cheerily 

cher-up cheerio”, but quicker.  
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 Sandhill Crane 

o A common spring to fall resident in Northern Michigan.  Look for these crane-sized birds 

in marshy areas of Wakeley Lake.  Listen for a series of rattling or croaking.   

 Baltimore Oriole 

o Another showy summer resident to Northern Michigan. Look high, for these birds are 

found in Oak and Aspen tree canopies.  Listen for a series of notes that resemble “here, 

here; come right here, dear.” 

 Brown Thrasher 

o A larger summer resident to northern Michigan, these birds can be seen in forest edges 

and open areas.  These birds are natural mimics, and will sing a complex range of 

learned songs in a series of couplets.  

 Hermit Thrush 

o There are many species of Thrushes in Northern Michigan; this one is most seen at 

Wakeley Lake.  A medium-sized songbird that is found in wooded areas with thick lower 

vegetation.  Their song is an eerie or mystic “here I am right near you”. 

 Ovenbird 

o Very similar to the hermit thrush, but smaller in size.  Look for them foraging on the 

ground in mature forested areas.  Listen for a high-pitched “teacher teacher teacher” 

song.  
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 Flycatchers 

o Red-eyed Vireo  



 A summer resident of northern Michigan, this small flycatcher can be seen in 

deciduous forested areas.  These birds see a “where are you, here I am” that is 

separated by a brief pause.  

o Eastern Phoebe 

 A common flycatcher found in wooded areas of Wakeley Lake. Watch it bounce 

its tail and sing its own name, “phoebe” repeatedly.  

o Wood Pewee 

 Similar to the Eastern Phoebe, but found higher up in the trees in forested 

areas.  Listen to it sing its own name “Pee-a-weeeeee”.   

 Ruffed Grouse 

o A year-round resident that resembles a chicken.  Found in wooded areas around 

Wakeley Lake.  Listen or feel a series of drumming that is a part of the male’s breeding 

display.    

 

Other Commonly seen birds at Wakeley Lake: 

 Bald Eagle 

o Wakeley Lake is home to a pair of nesting eagles on the northwestern part of the lake.  

To minimize disturbance, the northeastern portion of the trails are closed from February 

1 to July 15.  During other times of the year, you may travel these trails and spot the 

Bald Eagle’s nest! Listen for a series of high pitched rattles.  

 American Crow vs. Common Raven 

o Both American Crows and Common Ravens can be found at Wakeley Lake.  Size-wise, 

the American Crow is smaller than the Raven, and is usually found in a flock.  Listen for a 

series of short “caws”. 

o The Common Raven is much larger than the American Crow, and has a thicker bill.  It is 

also more solitary than the American Crow.  Listen for a series of croaky “caws”.   


