
HeadWaters Land Conservancy 

Self Guided Bird Hike 

May is a great time to get out and see new and exciting birds that maybe you haven’t seen or that maybe 

you have seen but they’ve been gone all winter! Either way it’s a great time of year for birding. Here are a 

few helpful tips to get you out in the woods and searching for birds. 

What you will need: 

 Binoculars—An optical instrument with a lens for each 

eye, used for viewing distant objects. 

 Guide book on birds (If you don’t have this don’t worry. 

We’ve got you covered. You can use our 2020 Bird Guide 

and Bird Guide Descriptions created by Celeste Lafleur, 

Outreach Coordinator for the U.S. Forest Service.) 

But where can I go to see birds? 

There are tons of state parks, preserves, and other areas that are open to the public for low impact     

recreation such as birding. A few examples around us 

 Wakeley Lake Natural Area located off of 72 East of Grayling 

 - Due to Covid-19 the normal $5 vehicle site fee has been temporarily waved 

 - We have included a Wakeley Lake informational overview as well as a Wakeley Lake bird check

 list that we tend to use when we do our guided bird hike 

 The Sturgeon River Preserve located just south of Vanderbilt off Whitmarsh Rd.  

 Hartwick Pines State Park located at 4216 Ranger Rd. (M-93), Grayling MI. Buildings are closed due to 

Covid-19 but all trails are open to the public.  

Additional tips: 

 Being quiet is key, birds are often startled by loud noises 

 Don’t move to quickly as sudden movements can startle birds 

 Different species of birds like different types of habitat so it is never a bad idea to study different  
habitat types 

 Additional tips can be found at https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/connect/
youngbirders/how-to-find-birds.php  
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