
History and Overview of Wakeley Lake 

Wakeley Lake was originally privately owned, and acquired by the Huron-Manistee National Forest in 

1986.  The area encompasses 2100 acres of area that’s only open for foot-travel, biking, and manually-

powered watercrafts. The lake itself is 168 acres, has a maximum depth of 9 feet, and is man-made. On 

the south side of the lake and near the outhouse and camping area, there is a spring that feeds the lake.  

On the north-side of the lake, there is a constructed impoundment that has an outlet, where water 

flows into Wakeley Creek, which eventually meets the AuSable River.   

Wakeley Lake is well-known for its trophy-sized Northern Pike, Bluegill, Largemouth Bass, and Yellow 

Perch.  Fishing here is catch and release only, and is open annually from June 15 through August 31.  

Hiking on the trails, you will encounter many different ecosystems.  On the west side of the lake, mature 

Jack-Pine and Aspen forest is dominant.  On the north and east side of the forest, wetlands are observed 

by the lake.  On the south side of the lake, the area is dominated by Spruce and Balsam fire, as well as 

Pine and Aspen-mixed forest.   

With the variety of habitats, there is a diverse community of organisms.  Commonly seen are White-

tailed Deer, Squirrels, Chipmunks, and Cottontail Rabbits.  Other species seen in the area include Black 

Bear, Porcupine, Bobcat, Coyote, Red Fox, and Fishers.  Wakeley Lake also has an ample population of 

Beaver, which created the beaver pond along the Beaver Loop trail.  

Wakeley Lake also has a variety of year-round and migratory bird species.  The lake itself is home to a 

nesting pair of both Bald Eagles and Common Loons annually.  Since these species are sensitive to 

human disruption, seasonal trail closures are in place to minimize nest failure.   


